cryomediterranean (vegetation belt) : the highest bioclimatic belt of the mountain ranges embedded within the Mediterranean region; it is a region above the Mediterranean tree-line and is characterised by natural grasslands, low heath, and the absence of trees; equivalent to the alpine belt of the temperate mountain ranges.
cryophytic (vegetation) : found on and in permanent snow and glaciers. cryoturbated (soil): subjected to the process of cryoturbation, i.e. the mixing of various soil layers as a consequence of periodical freezing and thawing. It is typical of high-mountain altitudes and the High Arctic. cryoxerophytic (vegetation): preferring habitats characterised by extremely dry climate in cold regions of the Subarctic and Arctic. C4 (plant): those plants using the C4-photosynthetic strategy to assimilate carbon dioxide (see Sage et al. 2011) .
dealpine (organism, vegetation) : occurring in relict, post-glacial habitats, usually at lower altitudes at the periphery of high mountain ranges, retaining certain microclimatic features reminiscent of high-altitude (usually subalpine and alpine) habitats; the dealpine vegetation is considered a relic of the pleniglacial vegetation patterns when the cold-loving vegetation of high-altitude descended to lower altitudes. dolina (topography): typical karst depression of relatively small size and roughly circular, which is common on limestone plateaus. EEA: European Environment Agency (www.eea.europa.eu) -a major administrative body of the European Union. embryonic dunes (habitat): small accumulations of wind-blown sand developed above the strandline, progressing to (coastal) foredunes where colonisation by pioneer grasses encourages further deposition and upward growth, but vulnerable to repeated setback by unusually high tides.
endolithic (lichen, vegetation) : growing in the outer part of rock. ephemeral (organism, vegetation): having very short life cycles, usually several weeks up to several months (for species) or appearing (vegetation) only for short periods of time; typical in habitats experiencing water and/or nutrients pulses. ephemeroid (organism): perennial plant surviving the larger part of the year in the form of underground organs (e.g. bulbs) and forming vegetative aboveground organs and flowers only for short period of the year; in terms of Raunkiaer's system of life-forms, ephemeroids are invariably geophytes. foliose lichen: growth-form of lichen characterised by horizontal spread and which tend to be somewhat loosely attached to the substrate; they take their name from the fact they often resemble leaves.
forest (vegetation): vegetation dominated by trees the crowns of which touch and thus characterised by more or less closed canopy.
forest-steppe (biome, vegetation): transitional zone (sub-zone) between the temperate (nemoral) or boreal forest and steppe, formed of patchy mosaic of forests and steppic grasslands; in Europe it occurs from the Carpathian (Pannonian) Basin through the Danube river valley and Ukraine to the South Urals; also known as 'lesostep' (orig. from Russian). Hellas (geography; from 'Ελλάδα' in Greek): Greece, officially: Ελληνική Δημοκρατία (the Hellenic Republic); we prefer using the name 'Hellas' to the wellknown name Greece.
hemerophilous (species, vegetation): favouring habitats modified (disturbed) by zoo-anthropogenic actions.
hemicryptophytic
(vegetation): plant communities dominated by hemicryptophytes, i.e. perennial plant species with overwintering buds located at soil surface level (often grasses and graminoids, but also many herbs). Rutherford et al. 2006b ).
herbland (vegetation): structural vegetation type dominated by herbs (after
hypersaline (habitat, soil): referring to habitats and soil characterised by extremely high content of soluble salts (e.g. NaCl, MgSO 4 ), rendering the environment toxic for the majority of plants.
hygrophilous (species, vegetation) : limited to or favouring water-saturated habitats.
IAVS:
International Association for Vegetation Science (www.iavs.org). krummholz (vegetation; orig. from German): gnarled, stunted and ascending or prostrate scrub vegetation, typically found between the upper limit of the forest (the timberline) and the extreme upper limit of tree growth (the tree-line) in the temperate-European mountains; it descends to low altitudes in the boreal and subarctic zone of Northern Europe. laurisilva (vegetation): vernacular term for evergreen warm-temperate forests; the terms comes from Laurus (and other genera of Lauraceae). lapiés (topography; orig. from French): weathered, rugged limestone surface found in karst regions that consists of more or less deep straight grooves incised by rain water; largely synonymous with 'karren'. littoral (habitat): in the broadest sense, the part of a water body or sea close to the shore. It can be divided into several sub-zones: the main divisions include supralittoral (also called supratidal, i.e. seashore-zone above the mesolittoral, the spray zone), mesolittoral (also called eulittoral, i.e. tidal zone, which is periodically subjected to falling and rising tides), and infralittoral (also called sublittoral, i.e. the photophytic zone below the mesolittoral with continuous submersion); the dark, permanently submerged zone below the infralittoral is called circalittoral. In other water bodies, the littoral is defined as zone of shallow water up to about 1 m deep characterised by the occurrence of reed and sedge vegetation. The so-called epilittoral includes the zone that is flooded only during spring tides when tidal flux is greatest (i.e. during full and new moon) and might be in larger measure fed by underground water. Eulittoral in water bodies is characterised by high water level fluctuation during the year and, dependent on precipitation, it can be submerged or exposed. Sublittoral is flooded throughout the year and its upper border is marked by lowest water level in summer. loess (geology): poorly-stabilised sediment formed by accumulation of wind-born particles (mainly siliceous, with admixture of calcium carbonate); loess usually develops in vegetation-free areas, for instance in Europe much accumulated following glacial retreat; steppe grasslands are often associated with loess habitats. minerotrophic mire (habitat): a type of mire that is fed exclusively or to a large extent by groundwater; this group of mires is comprised of fens and transitional mires. mire (habitat): type of permanent wetland, usually poor to moderately rich in nutrients and often characterised by accumulation of peat; mires are usually divided into fens, transitional mires, and bogs; in some alternative systems, the fens are excluded and only transitional mires and bogs are understood as mires.
Ibero-Tingitan

Lusitano-Andalusian
montane (vegetation belt): an altitudinal belt in the mountains of the temperate (nemoral) zone; the montane vegetation belt is the region at mid-elevations, located above the colline belt; in the submediterranean regions of southern Europe this belt is sometimes called 'supratemperate'. mud flat (habitat): the term is usually used for seashore wetland habitats formed by accumulations of mud as a result of tidal action (tidal flats); in a broader sense, it is sometimes used for similar habitats of periodically-exposed muddy sediments in rivers, lakes and ponds; the mud flats characterised by the occurrence of habitat specialists adapted to frequent water-level changes. oligo-mesotrophic (habitat): relatively poor in nutrients (in comparison to mesotrophic and eutrophic habitats), however, slightly more nutrient-rich than oligotrophic; spanning oligotrophic and mesotrophic conditions. ombrophilous (species, vegetation): Tolerant to and generally preferring habitats with much rain.
Murcian-Almerian
ombrophobic (species, vegetation) : growing in habitats that are protected from rain. ombrotrophic bog (habitat, vegetation) : type of bog that is water-fed by precipitation water; this type of bog develops in precipitation-rich regions, including at high altitudes of mountains. ophiolithic (geology): term used to indicate a type of substrate characterized by the dominance of ophiolites, a type of ultramafic rocks forming part of the former under-sea crust that has been uplifted and exposed.
ornithocoprophilous (species, vegetation) : growing in habitats fertilised by bird guano.
Oroiberian (biogeography): biogeographical unit (subprovince) comprising the Sistema Ibérico mountain ranges.
Orocantabrian (biogeography): biogeographical unit (subprovince) comprising the Cantabrian range. orocantabro-atlantic (biogeography): pertaining to the region encompassing the Cantabrian Mts. and the adjacent Atlantic seaboards.
Orocantabro-Bercian (biogeography): biogeographical unit (sector) comprising the Cantabrian range and El Bierzo region (Spain). oromediterranean (vegetation belt): bioclimatic belt in the mountain ranges embedded within the Mediterranean region; the oromediterranean belt occurs below treeline and it is characterized by coniferous heaths and forests with junipers and pines; it is equivalent to the montane belt of the temperate mountain ranges.
palaeodune (habitat): old dune usually of Pleistocene age.
Pannonian (biogeography): related to the region occupying the eastern part of the Carpathian (= Pannonian) Basin, characterised by sub-continental climate and forest-steppe vegetation.
pasture (vegetation)
: open plant formation (mainly grasslands) consisting of grasses (or other graminoids) and herbs on dry to wet (sometimes briefly flooded) habitats. Similarly to meadow, it is mainly of anthropogenic origin, and is dependent on regular grazing, mainly of livestock, sheep, goats or horses. peat (soil): accumulation of organic sediment originating from dead biomass of mosses of the genus Sphagnum and/or vascular plants, especially Carex; particularly in the Sphagnum-dominated habitats, the peat layer can be up to several metres deep as a result of poor decomposition of the dead organic matter due to permanent saturation of the habitat with water, lack of oxygen, low nutrient availability, poor microbial activity and in some regions also a cold climate that slows down the decomposition processes; peat is a typical substrate of mires. permafrost (soil): permanently-frozen subsurface layer of soil, chiefly ground in Arctic regions where temperatures below freezing point have persisted for at least two consecutive winters and the intervening summer.
